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Hosted by City of Edinburgh Welfare Rights Service

Friday 2nd September 2011

City Chambers, 253 High Street, Edinburgh EH1 1YJ
AGENDA

 09.30

Registration and refreshments 

10.00 
Welcome - Anne Hannah, Planning Manager, Edinburgh Welfare Rights 

10.05 

Minutes from previous meeting and any matters arising 
10.15 
NAWRA response to Professor Harrington’s second review of WCA 
10.30 

Speakers: Emma Noble, BSc and Dr. Suzanne Moffat, PhD
Authors of 'Welfare rights advice: evaluation of the welfare rights advice provision for people affected by cancer' (Newcastle University, March 2011) will talk about their research and the public health benefits likely to ensue from welfare rights advice.

Followed by a Q & A session. 

11.10 

Break 

11.30 

Workshops – session one (see next page) 

12.30 

Lunch 

14.00 

Workshops – session two (see next page) 

15.00 
Information Exchange – an opportunity to discuss issues and share ideas and knowledge with other advisers.
15.45 

Plenary session – workshop discussion, committee notices 

and any other business 

16.00

Close
WORKSHOP CHOICES 

1. Universal credit – Angela Toal, CPAG Scotland 

Universal credit - the shape of things to come. Described as the biggest shake up to the system for 60 years, the Welfare reform Bill outlines the new cornerstone working age benefit, universal credit. What do we know about the shape that universal credit will take? How will it provide support for children, for the extra costs of disability or caring, or for housing? Are the work-related responsibilities on claimants and sanctions fair, how do the government’s claims for universal credit stand up to scrutiny - will it really make households better off or lift children out of poverty? This workshop takes a considered look at these questions. 

2. Delays in decision making – Martin Williams, CPAG 

Delays in social security matters are a growing problem for claimants. Delays occur throughout the system: delays in making decisions on new claims, in conducting investigations during which benefits are often suspended and at every state of the appeals process. For a claimant experiencing delays the consequences can be destitution or homelessness. In this workshop, Martin discusses approaches advisers can take to assist claimants with delay issues.
 3. The abolition of DLA and the new Personal Independence Payment - Tom Messere, Tenovus
DLA is probably one of the most important benefits for income maximising and welfare rights activity. It has a clear effect on the risks of a household being in poverty, their independence, choices and well being and the funding of support services. This workshop looks at plans to abolish DLA, the emerging face of PIP and the campaign to save DLA. This is a chance to: a) get up to date with the proposals for Personal Independence Payment; b) to look at the descriptors currently being piloted and their implications for your clients c) to catch up with the campaign to save DLA and what we can do.
4. Incapacity benefits reassessment - Rosie Wilson, Newcastle Welfare Rights Service
Incapacity benefits reassessment is now in full swing and more information is becoming available about the impact of that and of Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) generally.  Newcastle Welfare Rights Service presents its recent briefing document looking at the reassessment process and issues and problems arising for both new and reassessment claimants. These include the poor quality of medical assessments, the reassessment "revolving door", and the impact on service demand and appeal numbers. We also look at future welfare reform proposals affecting this claimant group, such as the retrospective limiting of contribution based ESA to 12 months. This is a chance for advisers to share experiences and discuss tactics.
Social Evening! Thursday 1st September
If you are arriving on Thursday, why not join us from 7pm onwards at: 

The Guildford Arms 

1 West Register Street 

Edinburgh EH2 2AA 

Directions: About 2 mins walk from Waverley station. Exit the station onto Waverley Bridge, turn right, walk to Princes Street and turn right again and go past the Balmoral Hotel. Cross the road at the pedestrian crossing (immediately past the hotel) and walk up the side street to your left. You will see The Guildford Arms on the corner with its revolving door (see www.guildfordarms.com). 
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