Rotherham NAWRA Meeting December 2008.
Workshop Notes:  Claiming Benefits for Children.
Written by Jane Emerson,

Rotherham Council Welfare Rights and Money Advice Team.

Email:  jane.emerson@rotherham.gov.uk
Tel:  01709 822342.

Introduction
The team started prioritising this work in 2004, as a result of the Quids for Kids Campaign.

Help is given to disabled children, young people and their families to claim Benefits (any type of impairment/illness).

Many of our clients have an autistic spectrum disorder.

We have also helped a lot of pre-school children, with a diagnosis of global developmental delay.

Most of the work is re. DLA.

Casework is holistic:  Includes new claims, supersessions, and appeals to tribunals/commissioners.

Families can self-refer and we do many home-visits.

Also second-tier advice and consultancy.

Working with Other Agencies
Referrals from health care and education professionals;

Giving talks to raise awareness re. Benefits criteria (parents’ groups, paediatricians etc);

Receiving training to increase our knowledge of conditions such as autism.

DLA:  Areas which can be challenging
Age.
Need to be especially clear about DLA criteria for babies/very young children.

Need for advice to families when young people reach sixteen.

Night Care.
Especially initially, decision makers often seem to ignore night needs and only make an award re. day needs!

Mobility Component.
Lower Rate Mob:  Can be difficult when children aged only five.

Useful to quote caselaw with the initial claim/supersession-request.
See for example commissioner’s decision CDLA2268/99, which describes the guidance and supervision needs of a non-disabled child aged five.

Higher Rate Mobility.

Can be complex, especially for children with autism, or other conditions resulting in behaviour problems.

Often need to make a case for both routes:  Virtually unable to walk, and also severe mental impairment and severe behaviour problems. 

Useful caselaw re. higher Mobility and Autism:

CDLA2002/2007 (looks at both routes);

CDLA2288/2007 (autism meets the first part of the SMI criterion);

CDLA/1540/2008 (useful as summarises a lot of caselaw).

See also Derbyshire Caselaw pack (for all types of caselaw, including children’s);

 Article on claiming higher Mob for children with autism in recent edition of The Adviser.

DWP Factual Reports.

Would be useful to have some of the questions re-worded;

Reports from schools can be too positive for DLA.  A useful commissioner’s decision to counteract this:

CDLA3779/2004.  States that all available evidence should be considered, not just school reports.  Also, supervision needs outside school should be looked at, because school-environments provide a lot of supervision to all children, whether disabled or not
Information given out at workshop:
Quids For Kids Benefits Factsheet for Children under sixteen (Rotherham Council, August 2008);

Response to CPAG’s Quids For Kids 2008 questionnaire (Janet Scott, Rotherham Council);
Checklist re. Lower rate Mobility component for children with autism (Rotherham council, December 2008);

Commissioner’s decision CDLA1540/2008.
Extracts from Mark Perlic’s caselaw training (children’s caselaw section).
