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Friday 7th June 2013

Winter Gardens, 97 Church Street, Blackpool, FY1 1HL
Hosted by Advice Link Blackpool, Wyre and Fylde, Blackpool Council 

& the Big Lottery Fund 

Agenda

	9.30
	Registration and coffee/tea



	10.00
	Welcome – Cllr. Simon Blackburn, Leader of Blackpool Council


	
	Guest speaker I: David McKenlay, Head of Strategy for Local Support Services, Social Justice Directorate, Department for Work and Pensions
Implementing Universal Credit


	
	Guest speaker II: Ravi Rai, External Stakeholder Engagement, PIP Implementation Programme, Department for Work and Pensions
Personal Independence Payment


	
	Guest speaker III: Ruth Cheesbrough, Tameside Council 
First experiences of the Universal credit pilot



	
	Information exchange



	
	Coffee/tea



	
	Workshops session one (for details see below)



	
	Lunch – this will not be provided.  However, there are plenty options within easy reach of the venue.



	
	Workshops session two (for details see below)



	
	Feedback from workshops



	3.55
	Closing remarks


	4.00
	Close




Register for a place at: www.nawraconf2013.eventbrite.com
If you have any queries about the meeting please contact Kelly Smith, NAWRA Secretary kelly@nawra.org.uk
 WORKSHOP OPTIONS
Workshops last one hour and will run twice.  Please choose one workshop to attend in the first session and one to attend in the second session.
1. Making an exception – Regs 29 and 35 ESA Regs - Martin Williams (Child Poverty Action Group)
A guide to preparing ESA appeals in cases involving the work capability assessment where the argument concerns the risk of substantial harm to the claimant or another person in the event they are not found to have limited capability for work (or work-related activity).  The workshop will be detailed discussion of the caselaw around exceptional cases arguments for ESA, together with some practical tips and tricks for preparing cases. 
Martin is a welfare rights worker at CPAG.  He is widely experienced in representing claimants at both levels within the tribunal system having worked at LASA, in a local authority and for an independent advice centre.  Martin is an author of CPAG’s ‘Welfare Benefits and Tax Credits Handbook’ and ‘Housing Benefit and Council Tax Benefit: the Legislation’.
2. Winners, losers and better-off issues within two benefit systems - Gareth Morgan (Ferret Information Systems)
A look at the structural and issue-based differences which will matter to benefit claimants in the future compared to the current systems. Universal Credit and the current system will operate side by side for many years with risks and opportunities which advisers will need to understand.  This workshop will help to tease out tactics and strategies to work with the new realities.

Gareth runs Ferret Information Systems which produces benefits advice and eLearning systems and carries out training, consultancy and detailed modelling around benefits and welfare reform.

3. Pandora’s toolbox: ways to get legal aid for social security problems after LASPO - Corin Hammersley (Howells solicitors) & Tom Royston (barrister) 
This very practical workshop will help you identify the kinds of benefit problems which can still receive legal aid funding, and equip you to refer clients to a legal aid lawyer. We cover: legal aid at the Upper Tribunal and beyond, discrimination law, judicial review and 'exceptional cases' funding. We focus in particular on using disability discrimination law to challenge sanctions, health assessments and poor customer service. 
Corin supervises the welfare benefits team at Howells Solicitors working as part of the Civil Legal Advice service. Howells also regularly handles discrimination law and public law problems. 
Tom is a barrister specialising in social security and discrimination law; previously, he worked for the CAB and at a Law Centre.
4. PIP and mental health - Tom Messere (Big Book of Benefits) & Yvonne Bennett (City & County of Swansea’s Social Inclusion Unit & freelance trainer, Big Book of Benefits)
This workshop will look at the implications of the Personal Independence Payment for people claiming on mental health grounds: the process, potential "winners" and losers, tactics for completing the forms. It's also a timely chance to swap ideas and learn from each other and the wisdom of the group, on this almost eve of the PIP going UK wide.  If time and tangents allow, we can also consider some of the wider worries in the welfare reform woods as people face "two migrations and an offer they can't refuse".

Tom came into advice work just as Supp Ben was on the way out and has worked in a variety of advice settings over the years. He was joint author with the late Judy Stenger of the Big Book of Benefits and Mental Health 2012/3 and is picking up their partnership plans for the Book and training. A new edition with the full Big Book treatment of PIP and Universal Credit is available from www.mind.org.uk/shop. Details of the book and training - you've read the book now see it live - are available at www.bigbookofbenefits.com and on our Facebook page.
Yvonne missed the sup ben days and started as a voluntary welfare rights adviser in Northampton at the start of the then hated but now missed Personal Capability Assessment, then a foray into housing the non-statutory homeless in Wellingborough before returning as a paid worker to Northampton Welfare Rights.  The wind then blew her all the way to Swansea – who knew an east midlands accent would be described as posh!
LOCATION 
The meeting will be held at The Winter Gardens, 97 Church Street, Blackpool, FY1 1HL
www.wintergardensblackpool.co.uk
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TRANSPORT 

By train:
Blackpool North station is 10 minutes walk from the Winter Gardens.

By car:
From the M55 exit at junction 4, follow A583 into central Blackpool or for sat nav use the postcode FY1 1HW. 
Central Blackpool does have one-way systems and pedestrianised areas. You may wish to use one of the large, well sign-posted tourist car-parks close to the Promenade or there are two car parks closer to the Winter Gardens.

A multi-storey facility is available within the Houndshill Shopping Centre. This is approx 150m from the Coronation Street entrance (lift access to the main areas of the Winter Gardens building) or 300m from the Church Street entrance (ground level access to the main building) - the postcode of this car park is FY1 4NY. This is a pay-on-return car park.

Open air, ground level parking is also available on the corner of Adelaide Street and Alfred Street 200m from the Church Street entrance.  The postcode of this car park is FY1 4LA. This is a pay & display car park.

Limited metered street-parking is also available close-by. St Johns Square is a shared use space and open to pedestrians only for long periods. The Winter Gardens does not have on-site public parking.

By taxi:

A taxi rank is on Church Street, just a short walk from the entrance to the building. Taxis may also drop off outside both entrances to the Winter Gardens subject to traffic restrictions.
ACCOMMODATION

For details of local accommodation and ‘what’s on’ in Blackpool see www.visitblackpool.com, email information@visitblackpool.com or call 01253 478217.
Alternatively, visit www.laterooms.com, www.tripadvisor.co.uk, www.hotelscombined.com or other online agents.

THURSDAY NIGHT SOCIAL

From about 6pm onwards on Thursday 6th June members of Advice Link will be around to meet up with you in the Litten Tree, 8–14 Queen Street, Blackpool, FY1 1PD 

www.littentreeblackpool.co.uk
Alternatively, make the most of the summer evening and take on some of the delights of Blackpool and the prom! 
