
NAWRA committee meeting 7 July 2026 
 
Present - Daphne, Jennifer, Dan, Diane, Corin, Riley, Tom 
 
Guest appearance - Sean Neighbour re young people’s group 
 
Apologies - Alan, Kelly, Gareth, Maureen, Michael, Zoey, Atif 
 
NAWRA early careers network 
 

● Sean suggests group could be open to people who are newer to welfare rights, not just 
young people 

● Bursaries for young people attendance at NAWRA has been being used - need to 
publicise more 

● Sean suggests would be good to have group that can support each other eg in asking 
for leave to attend meetings 

● Hold online network meetings maybe twice a year 
● Could introduce mentors so can learn skills 
● Sean to draft email to go out to gauge interest - Kelly to send out and also to flag up 

about bursaries again 
● Maybe committee member at first meeting to talk a bit about NAWRA and what can get 

involved in 
● Could consider linking up with young legal aid lawyers in future 

 
Communications and publicity 
 

● Social media group - Dan  to draft email to go out, Daphne to check previous interest 
● NAWRA in Scotland page - Riley and Diane both on Social Security Scotland 

stakeholder group, also hoping to join tribunal users group 
● Kelly to set up NAWRA in Scotland page on website - Diane and Riley can do news 

items with slides from meetings etc 
 
Equality and diversity 
 

● Nothing new to report - next meeting is in September 
 
Governance 
 

● All OK - full complement 
 
Policy and campaigns 
 

● Campaign for stat duty - roundtables in Manchester yesterday and one in London jointly 
with Resolve Poverty next week - yesterday different opinions as to whether rights-



based exercise or process-based exercise. Dan has links with LA people working with 
CRF who could be useful - may need to move fast to take advantage of this. Should also 
look at any learnings from Wales and Scotland. Diane highlighted that Scotland produce 
toolkits but no extra resources. Tom said in Wales there is talk about take-up work with 
certain groups which may come with a stat duty. Corin suggests Sabine from IFAN 
would be good contact - Corin to share details 

● Regulation 21 issue making slow progress - trawl of claimants missed should be starting. 
May be cases where claimants had tried to claim UC before deadline but claim didn’t 
complete - possible opportunities for MR to get TP reinstated. Daphne will push this via 
stakeholder group 

● Migration generally - there will be extremely vulnerable claimants who didn’t migrate 
safely who will appear over next year or so with huge rent arrears - maybe claimant 
wellbeing should be a discussion at future conference 

● Timms response went in and Daphne gave evidence at W&P committee as part of 
safeguarding inquiry 

● Carried forward - Alan to try to find out what is expected from each CitA branch re 
obligations re advice 

● Survey re CRF - maybe need a few more months before do that - also worth bringing 
into our work with Resolve Poverty as they will be monitoring too. Riley suggested that 
can help get info from Scotland too in relation to Scottish Welfare Fund and how that is 
managed 

 
Finance 
 

● Accounts noted 
 
Future meetings 
 

● Sept meeting workshops 
○ Paul from Northumberland on experiences of Move to UC, already sorted 
○ Phil from entitled to - FSM - Daphne to contact, Tom possibly to give Welsh 

perspective as well? 
○ Supported housing and new earnings disregards - Daphne to contact Peter 

Barker 
○ Local Government Reorganisation - Corin to contact Rachel and copy Kelly in  
○ CT challenges - Dan to contact Sarah at Leigh Day 
○ Carer’s allowance overpayment progress - Daphne to contact Mark Knight from 

DWP 
○ Money A&E - grow your own adviser - Daphne to contact 

● Dec meeting online - look for host 
● March - Salford 

 
AOB - none 
 


